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Enquiry details

Methods of literature search

We do not currently have the capacity to read, appraise and synthesise all of the articles and documents that may be relevant to your question.  

However, we aim to:

· Include as few documents as possible so that you can focus on the most relevant information

· Organise results by publication types, e.g. guidance, synopses, original research, service examples, etc.

· Read the key texts and extract the most relevant passages

· Attach a full search strategy as an appendix 

The sources searched and limits used in this search were as follows:

Opening Internet Links 

The links to internet sites in this document are ‘live’ and can be opened by holding down the CTRL key on your keyboard while clicking on the web address with your mouse

Full Text Papers

Links are given to full text resources where available.  For some of the papers, you will need a free NHS Athens Account.  If you do not have an account you can register by following the steps at: https://register.athensams.net/nhs/nhseng/.   

You can then access the papers by simply entering your username and password.  If you do not have easy access to the internet to gain access, please let us know and we can download the papers for you.  

Guidance on Searching within Online Documents

Links are provided to the full text of each of these documents.  Relevant extracts have been copied and pasted into these Search Results.  Rather than browse through often lengthy documents, you can search for specific words and phrases as follows:

Portable Document Format / pdf / Adobe

Click on the Search button (illustrated with binoculars).  This will open up a search window.  Type in the term you need to find and links to all of the references to that term within the document will be displayed in the window.  You can jump to each reference by clicking it.  You can search for more terms by pressing ‘search again’.

Word documents

Select Edit from the menu, the Find and type in your term in the search box which is presented.  The search function will locate the first use of the term in the document.  By pressing ‘next’ you will jump to further references.
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Every effort has been made to ensure that this information is accurate, up-to-date, and complete.  However it may not represent the whole body of evidence.  No responsibility can be accepted for any action taken on the basis of this information.  It is the responsibility of the requester to determine the accuracy, validity and interpretation of the search results.
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